Keeping Faith with Doctrine

What is Doctrine?

A Product of the Church’s teaching ministry
e (Catechesis of new Christians
e Encounter with the world’s ideas
e Selfreflection
o Body of intellectual conviction and discussion

Romans 12:1-2 — Renewal of the Mind
Minds/understanding are an important component to faith
1 Cor 3.2-3; 1 Cor 14.20; Matthew 22.37

Formation of the Christian Character
Accumulation of information )

Spiritual insight )
Emotional maturity ) Doctrine is the servant of all of these
Common sense )

Passion/Devotion to God )
Submission of the will to God)

Ignorance of doctrine - Christians are handicapped in the formation of character

BUT

Doctrine is not a substitute or a short-cut

Does Doctrine Damage Faith?

Criticism “final backstop” - Is the Bible ‘right’?
- Is the church ‘right’?
Doubt ) Does it lead to debilitating
) doubt which can affect
Belief ) witness and service?

Intellectual Freedom

Players in the Game

A. Teacher agenda (rhetoric and mindgames)
B Community ‘Questions you’re not supposed to ask’
Dissent from the party line (eg Steve Chalk)
Perceived threat to community cohesion and leadership’s
authority (eg Chaim Potok)
Exclusion and Deviancy
C. Student Personal Maturity — spiritual and emotional



Conviction
Action Community

Will \ Belief
Faith

Dynamic — like riding a bicycle

How do we come to faith?

Includes intellectual Through any/all of these
processes, but only Ambrose — “It has not
as part pleased God to save his

people through argument”

/ Truth \

Veracity Truth as mystery
Yes/no I am the way, the truth, the life

Life the Universe and Everything (42)

How do we lose/change faith?
Fafth
Intellectual component
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Belief Doubt Dissent

Where is the centre of gravity?

When c.o.g. is all in doubt/dissent ——»  change of faith

~ .
/ ‘What sort of atheist are you?
agnosticism another faith

residual nature of former commitment

Why Study Doctrine?
faith seeking understanding (Anselm)



